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inquiry and criticism in regard to the proofs I
shall adduce. I speak with certain and perfect
knowledge of the dispositions of every Christian
community in the East, and in what I shall have to
state I express their Sentiments. I do not mean to
say that such will be the answer they will give to
a traveller's inquiry, but such they will avow when
there is no reason for distrust and no opportunity
for deception.

The Church of Constantinople separated itself
from that of Rome under Photius. The metropoli-
tan church of Kiof, the daughter of Constantinople,
became the primate and mother of the churches of
Russia; but, from the ninth century, Constantinople
became the Rome of the East, and its spiritual au-
thority remained undivided. The endeavours of the
Popes never ceased to reunite Constantinople; and
when tlie Byzantine emperors were endangered by
the progress of the Turks, they sought, by reconci-
liation with Rome, to purchase the military support
of the Western Christians. But the Greeks detested
the Azymites more than they dreaded the Mussul-
mans ; and the fall of Constantinople may, in a great
measure, be referred to these weak endeavours to
coerce tlie consciences of the people. The Greeks of
the present day do not hesitate to acknowledge this
truth, and even hold the Turkish conquest to have